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DRY DRAYTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING

HELD ON TUESDAY 17 JANUARY AT 7.30PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL

Present: Cllrs: Cllrs: P Fane (Chairman), N Irish, N Rosewell, R Stamford, D Wyatt, F Northrop

In attendance: County Cllr Reynolds, District Cllrs Waters and Hall, 9 members of the public and
Mrs G Stoehr (Clerk).

1. Apologies for absence and declarations of interest
Apologies were received from Cllr Harrison.
There were no declarations of interest.

Comments and observations from members of the public and District & County Councillors’
reports

Mr Hook urged the Parish Council to apply for a definitive map order for the Green Track and the
Plantation Footpath. He had spoken to Camilla Haggett, the Definitive Map Officer at
Cambridgeshire County Council (CCC) and explained that there was local knowledge of access
along this route over a period of 50 to 60 years which more than met the criteria and adding the
route to the definitive map his would give a long term solution. Mr Hook confirmed that he had no
objections to the permissive route but felt that the Parish Council should then take up the legal
route of including the route on the Definitive Map

Residents who were present and members of the Council outlined their knowledge of the history
of the path and its use and there were some differences of recollection. Mr Philip Searle spoke of
his recollections of the area’s use for fruit picking. His only recollection of a footpath was after the
Bar Hill building works started. The field was farmed and the landowner had tried to prevent
access by putting up fencing.

It was reported that the stile at the end of High Street was used regularly up to approximately 6-8
years ago when it was replaced with a gate.

The Chairman outlined the options as:
 Following the legal route, whereby it was open to people to submit an application for

uninterrupted access under S41 of the Highways Act.
 The voluntary route, through negotiation with the landowner for permissive access.

The pros and cons of each option were discussed.

Cllr Mrs Waters was invited to speak as a Parish Councillor at Bar Hill. Cllr Hall stated that there
had never been a footpath or bridle path on any maps. However, there was no dispute that
continuous uninterrupted access had been enjoyed for over 20 years and that there was no question
of the right being disputed.

It was observed that there were clear path routes visible on the ground which was being used
regularly by residents. The pleasure to be gained from walking who did not cause damage but
picked up rubbish to keep the paths cleared was reported. Concerns were expressed about crop
damage caused by irresponsible dog owners and also opening up access by motor cycles. The
rights of the landowner were discussed and it was reported that e wanted dogs to be kept on leads
at all times while the CCC had indicated to the Footpath Warden that it had no objections to dogs
off the lead as long as they were under control. Dogs should be kept on a lead for example, when
crops were in the field, or when combining.
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There was support for the landowner agreeing to follow the permissive route.

A network of paths with gates and bridges across ditches was suggested.

Mr Peck’s offer to plant a Millennium Wood in the corner of the gooseberry field and along
Madingley Road adjacent to the former site of the old pig sties, was raised and residents enquired
if this was sill to take place.

The recent removal of the old hedgerow had been discussed with SCDC who had accepted that Mr
Peck was doing more planting but that this was due to damage to the hedge.

It was reported that there had been informal access in the past on Crafts Hill.

2. To approve the minutes of the last meeting on 15 November 2011
The minutes of the previous meeting on 15 November 2011 were approved as a true record
(Prop RS, 2nd DW) and signed by the Chairman.

3. Matters arising from the last meeting
3.1 (5.5) Appointment of Clerk

The interview panel spoke to their written report as circulated. It was unanimously agreed
(Prop RS, 2nd NR) to appoint Robert Stone as Clerk, RFO and Proper Officer, with a standard
contract, terms and rates as recommended by the interview panel and conditional on
acceptance of contractual terms including a probationary period.

3.2 (4.3) Speedwatch and Speeding on Scotland Road update
Cllr Rosewell spoke to his report which had been circulated. Costings and a survey of
businesses and residents of Scotland Road had been undertaken and these were outlined.
An application had been submitted for the reduction of the speed limit to 30 mph although
as yet it had not been acknowledged. The Parish Council agreed to the required10%
contribution should the application be successful (Prop NR, 2nd FN). Cllr Reynolds outlined the
process and offered his support for the application. Cllr Rosewell agreed to attend any site
visits from the panel

4. Finance and procedure
4.1 Finance report and to approve the payment of bills

The finance report was considered. Allotment rents received were noted. Payments as
listed below were unanimously approved (Prop DW, 2nd NI), plus HMRC (PAYE contribution)
£24.37, Cambridge Water £27.54, P Clark (Bus Shelter window cleaning) £10.00,
Streetlighting £97.00.
CPALC (member’s training) £105.00
LGS Services (Admin support) £309.34
LGS Services (Admin support) £277.36
LG Stoehr (Admin support) £194.96
plus
HMRC (PAYE contribution) paid between meetings £24.37

The invoices were checked by the signatory before the cheques were signed at the end of
the meeting.

4.2 To review the budget for FY 2012
The receipts and payments to date against the approved budget were reviewed.

4.3 To consider and approve a budget for FY 2013 and to set the precept
The Working Group’s draft budget was considered line by line.
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Grass cutting for biodiversity may increase grass cutting costs by 2.5% due to the use of a
different type of equipment. The sum of £2150 was allocated.
No decision was reached on Cllr Fane’s recommendation that £50 was allocated for the
mowing of a permissive path around Orchard Field.
£800 was allocated for S137 donations, including the grass cutting and clock,
Neighbourhood Watch. Village groups and organisations should attend the Annual Parish
Meeting and plea their case for a grant.
Funds for the Village Plan will be taken from reserves as the requirements of the Localism
Act for neighbourhood planning are unknown. A figure of £200 was allocated.
£480 for First Aid training is to be earmarked in the reserves as this had already been
agreed.
£500 was allocated for member training, to include the new Clerk training as and if
required.
The level of the reserves was considered and while this is below one times the annual
payments given the low level of assets and responsibilities the Council considered that this
level was satisfactory.

The budget as amended was approved by resolution of the Council (Pro NI, 2nd DW) and it was
unanimously agreed to demand a precept of £9,500 from South Cambridgeshire District
Council.

4.4 Appointment of Internal Auditor
It was agreed (Prop NI, 2nd RS) to appoint Howard Russell as Internal Auditor.

The Chairman left the meeting at 9.21 pm. Cllr Irish took the chair.

5.1. (5.1) Village Plan, including Footpaths, Cycle paths, Callow Brook and Oakington Road
Housing, meeting with SCDC Planners and Biodiversity Survey
Cllr Irish reported.

5.1.1 Footpaths – drainage still requires attention including work on Butcher Lane. Information
on the P3 grant availability is awaited.

5.1.2 Cycle paths –Road marking and a path on Oakington Road to gain access to the guided
busway cycle path, thus promoting safer cycling between the village and Cambridge was
supported by the Parish Council. Cllr Irish to progress the project. Cllr Reynolds reported
on a proposed cycling improvement as a result of the Northstowe development.

Cllr Fane returned at 9.25 pm.

5.1.3 Callow Brook and Oakington Road – It was agreed that Cllr Irish would write to the
Environment Agency and CCC regarding problems in Callow Brook and Oakington Road
by Trinity Barns.

5.1.4 Housing – Val Perrin’s survey of the green spaces is to be printed by Cllr Irish and
circulated. This will be an agenda item for a future meeting when its implications will be
discussed.

5.2 Public Rights of Way and Permissive Paths
It was agreed to work with the farmers and landowners concerned to secure well marked
permissive paths, with gates and bridge crossings which did not prohibit a resident or
residents applying via the legal route under S41 of the Highways Act. Cllr Fane is to
progress this with the landowner and Kate Day at CCC. Thanks were extended to Peter
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Fane for his hard work on this matter.

5.3 Policy Working Group – Standing Orders
Deferred to the next meeting.

6. To consider any planning and tree works applications
6.1 Planning applications received

None.

6.2 SCDC Decision Notices
6.2.1 S/1048/11 – 18 Oakington Road – Permission granted. Noted.

6.3 Tree Works
6.3.1 1 High Street

The response made between meetings was noted. The Parish Council had no objections.

7. To consider correspondence received
7.1 SCDC Housing Strategy consultation

Noted. The Parish Council regards the existing document as satisfactory.

7.2 SCDC Empty Homes consultation
Noted.

7.3 Funding for local minor highway improvements
Taken earlier.

7.4 SCDC Arts Awards
The Parish Council did not wish to make a nomination.

8. Closure of Meeting
The next meeting will take place on 21 February 2012.
There was no further business and the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.40 pm.

Signed (Chairman) (Date)


