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DRY DRAYTON PARISH COUNCIL  

MINUTES OF THE MEETING  

HELD ON TUESDAY 21 FEBRUARY AT 7.30PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL  

 

Present: Cllrs: Cllrs: P Fane (Chairman), D Wyatt, N Rosewell, I Harrison, R Stamford, and F 

Northrop  

In attendance: District Councillor Hall, Val Perrin (Biodiversity Study), 2 members of the public 

and Mrs K Baptie (Minutes Secretary, LGS Services). 

 

1. Apologies for absence and declarations of interest  

Apologies were received from Cllr Irish (out of parish) and Stamford (late) and Northrop 

(late), County Councillor Reynolds and District Councillor Waters. 

There were no declarations of interest. 

Comments and observations from members of the public and District & County Councillors’ 

reports 

Cllr Hall reported on the South Cambridgeshire District Council tax freeze which is due to be 

announced.  The efficiencies over the last few years have enabled savings of over 4 million to be 

made.  The Council has taken out loans of £230 million from 41 different sources to be used to 

carry out the largest programme for building new council houses in South Cambridgeshire since 

the 1950’s and carrying out improvements and renovations on existing council homes. The loan is 

to be paid back over 30yrs. 

7.40pm Cllrs Northrop and Stamford joined the meeting.  

2. To approve the minutes of the last meeting on 17 January 2012 

The minutes of the previous meeting on 15 November 2011 were approved as a true record 
(Prop DW, 2nd FN) 

and signed by the Chairman.  

3. Matters arising from the last meeting  

3.1 (5.3) Standing Orders 

The Policy Review Working Group reported that they had read through the policies and 

felt that they were sensible and recommended that they should be accepted them as they 

are. However, the working group will continue to review them, with any final 

recommendations for any changes to be brought to the April meeting for discussion and 

they will be formally accepted at the Annual General Meeting in May. 

4. Finance and procedure 

4.1 Finance report and to approve the payment of bills 

 The finance report was considered. Payments as listed below were unanimously approved
 

(Prop DW, 2nd FN)
. It should be noted that the CCC Street lighting bill noted in last month’s 

minutes was in fact for the amount of £185.22 and not £97 as reported.  It was also noted 

that there was an error in the ‘carry forward’ figure in last months Finance report as the 

amount of £24.37 to HMRC was not included in the ‘total expenditure’.  

HMRC PAYE (contribution) £24.37 

LGS Services (Admin support) £289.11 

LG Stoehr (Salary) £97.48 

The invoices were checked by the signatory before the cheques were signed at the end of 

the meeting. 
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5. Members’ Reports and items 
 At 7.50pm the Chairman suspended the meeting to allow Val Perrin to report on the 

Biodiversity Survey. Val Perrin reported that for the last 2yrs he has been looking at a 

‘Green Audit’ of habitats and species and what is important to the sites.  Making 

suggestions to manage and support what is there.  There will be some experimenting with 

grass cutting this year – leaving some areas uncut, for example an area in the corner of the 

Churchyard.  The survey is on the village website for everyone to look at and views and 

suggestions are welcomed.  Residents are encouraged to contribute ideas about enhancing 

certain areas and suggesting what they would like to see.  There is scope for a Dry Drayton 

Environment/Nature group. It is intended for the survey to be kept up to date and regularly 

revised.  Virginia Bird has agreed to assist with the monitoring of the uncut areas and Val 

has agreed to meet with the contractor when he comes to do the first cut of the season. 

 Val Perrin was congratulated for all the work he has done on the survey and it was 

suggested that he might like to raise awareness of his findings by organising some walks 

around the village in the summer. 

 The meeting was re-opened at 8.10pm 

5.1. Biodiversity Survey 

 The Parish Council thanked Val Perrin for all his work and agreed to delegate a small 

group led by Richard Stamford to decide where and where not to cut.  

5.2 Tree Planting  

It was noted that Virginia Bird may be interested in heading up a tree group to organise the 

Jubilee planting. There were suggestions that it might be nice to plant some disease 

resistant Elms and also Black Poplar which were both in the village many years ago.  It 

was agreed that the Parish Council need a plan about where and what might be planted and 

then to discuss with landowners. 

Val Perrin left the meeting.  

5.3 Arrangement for Donations 

It was agreed to ask representatives from various village groups who wish to make a 

request for financial support from the Parish Council, to give a short presentation on their 

group’s activities and reason for request at the Annual Parish meeting. The written 

applications should be submitted 2 weeks before the meeting. The Chairman will circulate 

a draft letter to members for approval, before it is sent out to the groups. 

6. To consider any planning and tree works applications 

6.1 Planning applications received 

6.1.1 S/0147/12/NM – Scotland Farm, non material amendment to add additional lean-tos to the 

approved development of S/1425/09/F.  This was noted for information purposes only. 

6.2 SCDC Decision Notices 

 None. 

6.3 Tree Works 

 None. 

7. To consider correspondence received 

7.1 CCC Community Hubs meeting request 

 It was felt that this does not really affect Dry Drayton as it has several groups including a 

Coffee Morning, but it will keep an interest in developments at Bar Hill. 
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7.2 Letter from Carol Lunn re Jubilee Street Party 

 It was agreed that the Parish Council was happy to support the event with no further 

suggestions apart from advising on insurance matters. 

8. Closure of Meeting 

The next meeting will take place on 20 March 2012 at 8pm.  The meeting will be preceded 

by a meeting of The Village Plan Implementation Sub-committee at 6.45pm. 

The Annual General Meeting will be held on 15th May and the Annual Parish Meeting in 

June. 

There was no further business and the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.40 pm. 

 

 

Signed     (Chairman)         (Date) 

              


