
Dry Drayton Parish Council 

Robert Stone                                                                    c/o 26 Pepys Way, Girton,  Cambridge CB3 0PA                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Clerk to the Parish Council                                                                                                                                        

Telephone: 01223 276350                      Draft – to be confirmed by DDPC on 19th March 2013                                                                                          
email: clerk@drydraytonpc.org.uk  

 
Minutes of Dry Drayton Parish Council meeting of Tuesday 19th 
February 2013 at 8.00pm in the Village Hall, Dry Drayton 

 
Present: Cllrs:  N Irish (Vice Chairman),  D Wyatt, R. Stamford, F. Northrop, and N Rosewell;  

County Councillor Reynolds (from Item 23); District Councillor Hall; and four members of the 

public. 

In attendance: Robert Stone (Parish Clerk & RFO) 
 

2013 
Item 

Agenda 

13 Welcome – Cllr Irish welcomed everyone to the meeting having taken the chair in 
Cllr Fane's absence. 

14 Apologies for absence – received from Cllrs Peter Fane and Isabel Harrison; and  
Cllr Bunty Waters (SCDC). 

15 Declarations of interest relating to items on the agenda  - None. 

16 Public Participation on Agenda items & matters of mutual interest                           
The County Councillor report was circulated by Cllr Reynolds on 18th February 
2013.  On his arrival he reported that he had walked around the village with the 
area surveyor.  An approach would be made to the golf club to deal with shrubs 
encroaching on the highway.  The flooding issues might take some time to resolve. 
The current approach to potholes was to “strip fill”.  Slow progress was being made 
with A14 improvement works.  It was hoped these would commence in 2018. 
                                                                                                                                        
The District Councillor report was circulated by Cllr Bunty Waters on 15th February.     
Cllr Hall (SCDC) commented on the Cambridgeshire CC budget cuts approved by 
the Cabinet.  These would go to the full Council during the following week.  It was 
anticipated that council tax for band “D” properties would rise by 4.3% in 2013/14; 
and by 3.15% during the following four years.  It was planned to reduce reserves to 
£2.5m by 2017/18.      

Philip Warren spoke as the landowner about some form of development at Cotton's 
Field.  He was happy to explore possible options for the community.  Having had a 
connection with the village for may years he understood local concerns.  He also 
appreciated the importance of retaining green open spaces and rural views.    

Dr Maggie Hook queried why the meeting agenda had not be published on the 
village website.  The Clerk made apologies for his oversight.    



17 To confirm minutes of the meeting of 15th January 2013 – Resolved to 
approve.  Prop. Cllr RS Sec: Cllr FN.  Unanimous.  

18 Matters arising from previous meetings (not covered on the agenda) 

Items:  75(viii)  PSMA mapping.  Clerk to liaise with Cllr Northrop, DDPC's lead                                                              

councillor on mapping issues. 

             75(xi)  Additional wheelie bin speed stickers still awaited from SCDC.                

19 Finance 

i)  Payments approved to19th February 2013  
202 Clerk January salary £225.44 £225.44 £0.00 

203 Cambridge Water Water charge £23.74 £23.74 £0.00 

204 Clerk's expenses Stamps & SLCC £14.30 £14.30 £0.00 

205 Common Land & 
Village Green  

Search fee £59.00 £59.00 £0.00 

206 Training Chairman (x2) £70.00 £70.00 £0.00 

207 Parish Online Set up & annual fee £48.00 £40.00 £8.00 

  Totals £440.48 £432.48 £8.00 

 ii) To receive the latest finance report(s) for 2012/13 – Balance sheet for 
January circulated.   Available funds at 28th January 2013 were £7,662.89. The 
latest figure for reserves was £1,675.71.  The Clerk advised he would circulate 
an updated analyse of expenditure in March.  Action:  Clerk 

20 

 

Correspondence 
 

i) Emails and telephone calls from Mrs Jenkinson; Edward Byam Cook, and 
Michael Clydesdale on recent flooding were noted.  Emails received 
from Dr Mason, and Michael Clydesdale about the tree cutting 
alongside the Oakington Road were also acknowledged.  

 
ii) The Council also noted email advice from Michael Clydesdale about the 

proposed refurbishment of the kitchen of the village hall at a cost of 
£15,000.  Fundraising was underway.  Cllr Wyatt advised that the costs 
may be nearer £25,000.  An approach may be made to DDPC for a 
community grant.                               Clerk – for next agenda  

  
iii) End of the consultation on Local Enforcement Plan for Minerals and Waste 

Development – Noted. [Clerk - responses can be seen at: 
http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/environment/planning/enforcement/e
nforcement/localenforcementplan.htm  ] 

21 Update on Action Priorities for 2012/13  

i    Provision of a recreation ground    -  Deferred                                                                          
ii   Affordable housing      - Deferred.                                                                          
iii   Village Plan (including proposed cycle paths)                                                                              
- Cllr Irish reported on the 19/2/13 meeting on footpaths.  An offer had been made 

to resurface Long Lane and Butcher's Lane. Consideration was also being given to 
removing stiles on public footpaths to improve access.   

http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/environment/planning/enforcement/enforcement/localenforcementplan.htm
http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/environment/planning/enforcement/enforcement/localenforcementplan.htm


22 SCDC Planning            

i    To approve comments on second SCDC consultation on the new Local Plan - 
Cllr Fane's letter and appendix were tabled, & approved. Prop: Cllr NI Sec: Cllr NR.  

Unanimous.   [Clerk – See copy of response DDPC to SCDC at Annex A] 

ii   To consider asking SCDC to designate Local Green Spaces   -    As part of the 
Local Plan consultation SCDC was seeking views on Local Green Space sites to 
protect them from development.  After some discussion the council resolved to 
defer the issue until the March meeting to allow local consultation, and seek an 
extension to SCDC's 15th March deadline.   Action: Clerk for march agenda.                                                                                                 

iii    Northstowe Phase 1 Planning Application S/0388/12/OL – Outline planning 
permission applied for in autumn 2012 had been granted subject to additional 
matters being resolved by the Northstowe Joint Development Control Committee 
on 25/2/2013.                                              

iv   Northstowe Development Framework Document  S/0390/MP -   Councillors 
noted this has been endorsed as a material planning consideration by the NJDCC. 

23 Consideration of Environmental issues 

     i     Flooding - Whilst the Oakington Road and Madingley Road were no longer 
under threat of flooding water was still draining from adjacent land.  Future 
problems would be alleviated if gullies were cleared by landowners, and the county 
council gave priority to local drainage works.  Rainfall had been exceptional with 
758mm being recorded in 2012 compared to 300 to 500mm falling in recent years.  
 
     ii   Tree felling/coppicing/hedgerow removal on Oakington Road  -  Councillors 
acknowledged local residents' concerns about these recent works by PX Farms.  
They included drainage channels, and new planting which would take several 
years to establish leaving the verge looking very bare.  
 
     iii   Removal of ash Trees outside Nos. 84 - 90 Oakington Road – SCDC have 
advised that these trees are possibly causing structural damage to adjacent 
properties.  Their removal was being considered.  The tree outside No.84 also 
appeared diseased.  The Council noted SCDC concerns and confirmed the Clerk's 
initial view that replacement trees should be planted to replace any that are felled.                                                                                      
                                                                                                  Action:  Clerk 
 
     iv   Ruts on mini roundabout at High St/Scotland Road junction – The Chairman 
thanked Dr Maggie Hook for notifying Cllr Fane about this HGV damage, and for 
her repair work.   
 
     v   Parish Paths and Future Partnerships meeting 7th March 2013 – Cllr Irish 
said this was a planning meeting to discuss future arrangements following end of 
SCDC funding of P3 scheme.  He was happy to attend this evening event from 
6.30 to 9.15pm at Over Community Centre.   Action:  Clerk & Cllr Irish 
 
     vi   Local Access Forum & PROW – Cllr Irish explained that LAF events  
provided advice on access to the countryside.  Four are being held from 26th 
February to 26th November.  They may be of interest to residents. PROW was a 
useful guidance leaflet issued by LAF on rights and responsibilities of Public Rights 
of Way. 



 
     vii  SCDC recycling in DD – A trial textile and shoe collection scheme was being 
set up by SCDC in DD amongst other communities commencing in February 2013.   
 
     viii  Volunteers for winter gritting – Volunteers sign up to this Cambridgeshire 
CC scheme to keep footpaths and cycle ways gritted in winter.  
http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/transport/roads/winter/Volunteerforwintergritting.
htm  
Resolved to publicise for 2013/14 winter.  In the meantime the two gritting bins 
needed refilling.                                                                              Action:  Clerk  
 

     ix   Wildlife Enhancement Scheme – The Council noted that 50% grants 
available to community projects, and that community orchards will be given priority 
by SCDC.  This may create local interest. 
       http://www.scambs.gov.uk/content/wildlife-enhancement-grants 
 
      x   Recording wildlife – Resolved to provide details of this Heritage lottery 
funded project to local residents who may become actively involved.  
       http://www.cperc.org.uk/about-us/recording-wildlife-near-you.php  
 
     xi    Litter picking & community clear up – The Clerk advised that SCDC is 
offering support by lending litter pickers, hi viz jackets, bags and gloves.    
      http://www.scambs.gov.uk/content/litter-pickingcommunity-clear-ups 
 

24 Consideration of Transport issues 
     i     Cuts in bus services – Councillors noted that Dry Drayton will lose its No 14 
bus service in June 2013. Cllr Reynolds advised that county council officers would 
discuss alternative services with the parish council. 
 
     ii    Cambridgeshire  Futures Transport – Community transport can be explored 
with a view to obtaining the right mix of services.     
http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/transport/around/communitytransport/ 
 

     iii   Community Transport Fund –  One option might be a social car scheme. 

£512k is available to improve accessibility, to work, education, essential public 
services and for social purposes.  

25 Administration & communication                                                                                       
i   To approve a revised communication policy, including emails.                                     
- Cllr Rosewell tabled revised policy documents for communication and emails. 

It was resolved to publish draft Council minutes subject to initial circulation to 
councillors for comment.     Prop: Cllr NR Sec: Cllr NI.  Unanimous.                                                                                                         

ii.  To note the second deposit of parish records to archive at Shire Hall.             
- The Clerk advised he had deposited the second tranche of DDPC records 
with the county council.  

26      Matters raised by Members, including items for next agenda                               
Cllr Rosewell queried progress of the Minors Highways Improvements scheme.   
Cllr Reynolds said he would make inquiries.               

http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/transport/roads/winter/Volunteerforwintergritting.htm
http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/transport/roads/winter/Volunteerforwintergritting.htm
http://www.scambs.gov.uk/content/wildlife-enhancement-grants
http://www.cperc.org.uk/about-us/recording-wildlife-near-you.php
http://www.scambs.gov.uk/content/litter-pickingcommunity-clear-ups
http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/transport/around/communitytransport/


The meeting ended at 9.40pm.                                                                                                                    
…............................................................................Robert Stone, Parish Clerk                                                                                                                                            



                                                                                                               Annex A            
South Cambridgeshire Local Plan – Towards 2031 
Response to SCDC “Issues and Options 2” 

Dry Drayton Parish Council set out its initial response to the Local Plan consultation in our 

earlier response (October ’12). In this further response, we have confined ourselves to the 

issues which most directly impact on Dry Drayton. 

We said in our initial response that the most effective way of reflecting local aspirations may 

be to encourage parish councils to develop neighbourhood plans, where possible based 

upon earlier village plans. However, we noted that not all parish councils will have the 

resources or expertise to take a neighbourhood plan to a formal referendum. 

We were therefore pleased to note (at 1.6) that “the District Council has been working with 

parish councils to explore how best to bring forward community aspirations, and has offered 

the opportunity to include community-led proposals in the Local Plan” 

We have set out as an appendix to this response our initial basis for a community-led plan. 

This merely sets out existing policy, based on the Village Plan endorsed by the Parish 

Council in 2009, and updated to take account of subsequent decisions by the parish council. 

It is proposed to undertake a further informal consultation in the village, recognising that 

there are strong views both for and against. 

Question 1:  We do not have views on the Housing Site Options set out. 

Question 2:  We do not object to the Site Option at the former ThyssenKrup Plant on 

Bourne Airfield 

Question 7:  We have no views on the suggested amendments to Village Frameworks listed 

at table 5.2 

Question 11:  We do not have any views on the site options for open space. However, we 

draw attention to the fact that Dry Drayton also has a shortfall of provision for recreation and 

open space against the Council’s adopted standards (Issue 11). 

Question 12:  Potential green spaces to be protected (table 8.1). We would like to further 

consult Dry Drayton residents in view of the number of suggestions we have already 

received.  A five day extension to 20th March is requested to allow discussion at our next 

Council meeting. 

Issues and Options 2 – joint consultation with Cambridge City Council on development 

strategy and site options for the edge of Cambridge. 

We have no views on the particular sites proposed within the Green Belt, but would 

emphasise the importance of retaining the green belt to safeguard the countryside from 

encroachment as well as maintaining the setting and special character of Cambridge 

(chapter 7).  

We note the reference to Cambridge being surrounded by attractive countryside and a ring 

of attractive villages to which there is easy access by foot and bicycle (para 7.1). We would 



emphasise the need develop such links as new development is considered, for instance 

using the M11 underpass to link NW Cambridge to Madingley and surrounding villages. 

Question 2:  We have no views on the specific sites listed for release in the Green Belt 

(map 2, page 56). 

Question 4:  We have no views on the proposed community stadium, or its possible 

location. 

Our views on the proposed new village at Bourn airfield, outlined previously, relate to the 

potential traffic impacts and not specifically to this as a possible site for a community 

stadium. We note, however, that this would be 10 km from Cambridge City Centre with poor 

non-car access. 

Appendix A 

Draft outline Community-led Plan for Dry Drayton 

Following a widespread village consultation, the Dry Drayton Village Plan 1 was endorsed by 

Dry Drayton Parish Council in May 2009. It was accepted that the Village Plan had no formal 

status in discussions about future housing development in Dry Drayton, but it nonetheless 

now provides a foundation for a proposed community-led plan. 

The Plan states “There is agreement that no large or significant expansion (of the village) is 

needed. However some residents are opposed to any development, particularly if this results 

in encroachment on the Green Belt, while others support limited expansion as a means of 

increasing the proportion of village children at the primary school and improving amenities, 

so long as the developments are in locations that maintain the village’s sense of identity and 

geographical separation from other settlements. In particular, there is strong support for any 

developments to be mainly affordable/social housing attractive to young families to either 

rent or buy, and/or purpose-built and maintained accommodation for elderly people”.  

It was accepted that the most effective way to introduce further new housing for rent is likely 

to be in partnership with a Housing Association. 

Subsequently, a Housing Needs Survey was carried out by CACRE. This indicated need for 
18 affordable houses for those with local connections to the village. Local Landowners were 
contacted to try to identify an exception site. A site was identified on Cottons Field by a 
developer. However at a subsequent Parish Council meeting local residents expressed 
concerns, and the proposal has not since been taken forward.  
 

A playground for 0-4s and 5-11s was strongly supported in the 2008 consultation on the 

Village Plan. Furthermore, it was recognised that the majority of villages in Cambridgeshire, 

many smaller than Dry Drayton, also have a sports/recreation field. However, the initiative 

stalled on the inability to locate a suitable piece of land. 

                                                            
1
  The full plan is available at http://www.drydrayton.net/VPFV.pdf and the 2011 update at 

http://www.drydrayton.net/pdfs/VPReview1111.pdf 



Young people in the village would be among the main beneficiaries of a multi-sports facility if 

that could be developed and of better transport infrastructure (whether buses or cycle-

paths). The idea of an informal covered outdoor meeting place received strong support in the 

consultation on this plan. 

The parish council has since confirmed its position on the need for affordable housing 
2, though it has more recently considered a representation by residents opposing any 
more affordable housing and the development of any additional recreation facilities in 
the village. 

                                                  

                                                            
2
  The parish council unanimously supported a resolution in February 2011that it is in favour of a small 

amount of affordable housing on a suitable site. 


