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Summons to Dry Drayton Parish Councillors to attend an 

Extraordinary Council Meeting in Dry Drayton Village Hall at 8pm on 
Tuesday 7th May 2013  

 
Members of the parish & press are welcome to attend, and may speak at Item 56. 

 

2013 
Item 

Agenda 

53 Welcome 

54 Apologies for absence 

55 Declarations of interest relating to items on the agenda 

56 Public Participation on Agenda items & matters of mutual interest 

57 To discuss: 

 (a) Dry Drayton Parish Council's response to SCDC's paper on Local Plan 
proposals by parish councils (Appendix A); and  

(b) receive an update on Community Led Planning.   

58 Matters raised by Members, including items for next agenda  

 

 

Peter Fane, Parish Chairman                                                      2nd May 2013 

 



 

Appendix A 

              South Cambridgeshire District Council 
South Cambridgeshire Local Plan 

Parish Council proposals 

  

1.    In its summer 2012 Issues and Options consultation, South Cambridgeshire District 

Council (SCDC) invited Parish Councils to put forward community-led proposals that 

they would like to see considered for inclusion in the Local Plan as an alternative to 

preparing Neighbourhood Development Plans.  A number of Parish Councils took up this 

opportunity and the recent Issues and Options 2 consultation included those Parish 

Council proposals.  This note seeks to set out SCDC’s proposed way of considering 

those proposals following public consultation. 

  

2.    Where Parish Council suggestions were consistent with the normal approach of the 

Local Plan, as explained in the consultation document, they were put forward as a 

normal part of the consultation.   Where they were outside the normal approach of the 

plan, they were included as specific Parish Council proposals (prefixed ‘PC’). 

  

3.    A number of Parish Councils put forward additional open spaces during the second 

consultation that they would like to see considered.  SCDC also extended the 

consultation period for Parish Councils to put forward suggestions of any particular open 

spaces in their parish areas that they consider are suitable candidates for designation as 

Local Green Spaces.  The extended deadline for such suggestions was Monday 

11 March.  It is intended that any areas put forward will be considered against a similar 

process to sites put forward during the summer 2012 consultation, with local views being 

sought through the draft plan consultation in the summer.  A final decision on whether to 

include particular sites in the Local Plan to be submitted for public examination will be 

made later in the year. 

  

4.    Where representations to Parish Council proposals have been received, those 

representations are being registered and published on SCDC’s website: 

http://scambs.jdi-consult.net/ldf/readdoc.php?docid=220.  It is intended that the Planning 

Policy Team will summarise the comments received.  It is not the District Council’s 

intention to circumvent the Neighbourhood Plan requirement for local community 

support, so the intention is that SCDC will then reach a view whether there is evidence of 

sufficient local support for a Parish Council’s proposal, such that a Neighbourhood 

Development Plan would be likely to be capable of being adopted if it were prepared.  In 

reaching this view, SCDC will also have regard to the context that any Neighbourhood 

Development Plan would need to be:  

  

a.    consistent with the strategic policies of the Local Plan;  

b.    found sound at independent examination; and  

c.    passed by a simple majority of those voting in a local referendum. 

http://scambs.jdi-consult.net/ldf/readdoc.php?docid=220


 

  

5.    It is intended that SCDC will advise affected Parish Councils as soon as possible of:  

  

a.    the comments received;  

b.    a view on whether a specific Parish Council proposal is one that SCDC feels 

could legitimately be included in the Local Plan as a community-led proposal. 

  

6.    Where any particular Parish Council proposal is not considered by SCDC to be 

appropriate for inclusion in the Local Plan, SCDC will advise whether that is on the basis 

that: 

a.      it is not capable of being included in the Neighbourhood Development Plan 

against the tests in paragraph 4 above, and/or  

b.      there is not sufficient local support for the Parish Council’s proposal 

demonstrated by the representations received. 

  

7.    For any Parish Council proposals that SCDC considers could legitimately be 

included, it is intended that SCDC will invite relevant Parish Councils to consider whether 

they wish, in the light of community views, to formally ask SCDC to include a particular 

Parish Council proposal in the Local Plan, either:  

  

a.    as consulted on; or  

b.    in a modified form resulting from the consultation. 

  

8.    Parish Councils may want to make any decision referred to in paragraph 7 above in 

the light of changing circumstances around the Government’s proposals for 

Neighbourhood Development Plans, and in particular the governance announcement in 

January that the level of Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) payments to Parish 

Councils secured through development in their area will vary depending on whether they 

have a Neighbourhood Plan or not.  The announcement indicated that without a 

Neighbourhood Plan the contribution will be 15% (capped at £100 per council tax 

dwelling) and with a Plan will be 25% (uncapped).   

  

9.    In particular, part of the Government statement said:  

  

"…It is right that the areas that have organised themselves to bring forward a neighbourhood 

plan and have taken the plan through all the stages of the neighbourhood planning (including 

a successful examination and referendum) should be rewarded for their positive, pro-active 

approach to delivering growth. This is why they are entitled to an extra ten per cent of the 

levy arising from development in their area…."  

  

The statement also said in effect that Parish Councils will be able decide themselves 

how the money will be spent, but they:  

  

"will be expected to work with the local planning authority".  

  



 

It is expected that there is likely to be some guidelines published on what Parish 

Councils may spend the money on, and it is intended that any such guidelines will be 

circulated by SCDC to Parish Councils. 

  

10.  SCDC will be considering the content of the new Local Plan at a series of meetings 

of the Planning Policy and Localism Portfolio Holder on 21 March, 11 April and 11 June. 

The whole Local Plan will then be put to Cabinet on 27 June for it to consider and agree 

the draft Local Plan for consultation, to take place starting in mid July.   

  

11.  Therefore, where SCDC’s view is that specific Parish Council proposals can be 

included in the Local Plan, Parish Councils need to advise SCDC by Friday 10 May 

whether they wish such proposals to be included in the draft Local Plan.  

  

12.  Where any particular Parish Council proposal is not considered appropriate for 

inclusion in the Local Plan, the Parish Council will have the opportunity to object to the 

Local Plan in the normal way and seek the inclusion of the proposal.   

  

13.  Alternatively, a Parish Council will be able to follow the separate process for 

preparing a Neighbourhood Development Plan and seek to demonstrate:  

a.      to SCDC that it meets the legal tests for such a plan,  

b.      to an independent Inspector that the plan is soundly based, and  

c.      local support through a majority vote at a referendum. 

  

  

 


