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  Possible Community-led Plan for Dry Drayton  

Please give us your views.  

 
This informal village consultation is in response to the current process of local planning 

being carried out in South Cambridgeshire.  In their recent consultation on the Local Plan 

to 2031, South Cambridgeshire District Council said it has been working with parish 

councils to explore how best to bring forward community aspirations. The council offered 

the opportunity to include community-led proposals – to be submitted by 10th May - in the 

Local Plan. 

 

Cambridgeshire Association for Communities in Rural England defines a community-led 

plan as a plan to “create a shared vision for how the community wants to develop and 

identify the action needed to achieve it.“.  Such plans provide a way for communities to 

say, for instance, if they want more open spaces, more effective public transport, 

affordable housing, better access to health care, and to choose how the community helps 

everyone in it to make the most of their leisure time 1.  

 

Dry Drayton Parish Council, in responding to the South Cambs District Council 

consultation (20th February), included an initial basis for a community-led plan.  This draft 

(shown on the back page) sets out existing policy on planning issues, based on the Village 

Plan endorsed by the Parish Council in 2009, and updated to take account of subsequent 

decisions by the parish council.   A copy of this plan is available on the village website 

http://www.drydrayton.net/VPFV.pdf . 

 

We said that we propose to consult residents in the village. We would welcome views of 

everyone in the village on the questions on the next two pages. The summary of the 

responses will be considered initially at the Annual Village Meeting on 16th April (meeting 

open to all)  and then in May by the Village Plan Working Group and the Parish Council.   

The aim of the Parish Council is to draw up an initial community-led plan in response to 

the District Council’s invitation.  

 

Thank you in advance for your help. 

 

Nick Irish (Chair, Village Plan working group) 

  
Peter Fane (Chair, Dry Drayton parish council) 

                                            
1
 For more information see:  http://www.cambsacre.org.uk 

http://www.drydrayton.net/VPFV.pdf
http://www.cambsacre.org.uk/
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A Community-led Plan for Dry Drayton - Village Consultation 
 
Please complete the short questionnaire below and return it to Rob Howard, 8 Cotton’s 
Field, Dry Drayton (e-mail to robhoward@constcom.demon.co.uk), or come and let us 
have your views at the parish meeting on 16th April. 
 
1. Do you support the development of a community-led plan for Dry Drayton?      Yes/No                                                                
 
2. Housing developments 1 
 
2a. Is there a need for additional housing for rent in the village, particularly for people with 
local connections?                                                                                                    Y/N 
Comments and reasons: 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
2b. If application(s) for a mix of affordable and market housing in Dry Drayton were to be 
submitted, which of the following best represents your view: 
Please mark your preferred option(s) 
 
(i) The parish council should object to any significant number of new houses being 

built on any one site? …………. 
 
(ii) the parish council should not object to a small number (say 8 -10) of affordable 

houses on a suitable site? ………… 
 
(iii) The parish council should negotiate with the developer(s) :  

a. to limit the size of the scheme and secure the protection of some of the land 
from future development? 

 
b. To secure as many affordable houses (for people with local connections) as 

possible within the mix? 
 

c. To secure high levels of sustainability and suitable design guides for the new 
development? 

 
d. To secure as much community benefit as possible, such as land for recreation 

and funds to develop this, as a condition of the market housing being included 
in the development?  

 
Comments: 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 

                                            
Note;

1
 Dry Drayton has no significant sites for housing development under current planning rules; but there 

are a number of potential ‘exception sites’, on which only ‘affordable’ housing – broadly housing for rent - 
would be considered under current planning rules. However, under a change in planning rules currently 
being considered, a number of these sites could now be the subject of applications for a mixture of 
affordable and market housing. 

mailto:robhoward@constcom.demon.co.uk
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3. Recreation facilities  
3a. Is there a need for additional recreational facilities in the village?                            Y/N    
If so, what form would you like to see these take? 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
3b. For what age-group(s) would you most like to see additional recreational facilities 
provided (please rank in order of priority):  
(i) toddlers / pre-school children (including. during school hours)? …. 
(ii) ‘Pre-teens’ (say 5 – 13 years)? …. 
(iii) Teenagers including school leavers? …. 
(iv) Adults? …. 
3c. How many members of your household, in which age groups, would make regular / 
occasional use of such facilities? ………………………………………………………………… 
 
3d. Does the village need additional accessible greenspace? If so, where? 
:……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
3e. Does Dry Drayton need better off-road paths for walking, cycling, and / or horse-
riding?  If so, where?                                                                                                  Y/N 
:………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………… 
4. Would you like any other topics to be considered in drawing up a community-led plan 
for Dry Drayton? (Please select – see Village Plan 2009 for topic coverage) 
Community facilities & events ….                 Roads and transport services …. 
Environment & sustainable living ….            Community safety ….  Health ….   
Education ….                                                Other (please specify)  
 
5. Do you have any comments on the outline for a community-led plan already submitted 
to South Cambs District Council (see following page)? 
……………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
6. Would you be prepared to help draw up a community-led plan?                            Y/N 
 
Please note: there are likely to be some vacancies on the parish council shortly. We 
would welcome volunteers to take forward a community led plan, whether on the village 
Plan working group, or as new members of the parish council. 
 
 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR HELP 
Please return your completed form to Rob Howard, 8 Cotton’s Field, Dry Drayton or by e-
mail to robhoward@constcom.demon.co.uk . 
 
There is no need to let us have your name, but it would be helpful to know whereabouts 
you live, or your connection with the village.   
 

Nick Irish (Chair, Village plan working group) 

 
Your name(s): …………………………………………………………. Optional 
Address: …………………………………………………………………………… 
Email address: ……………………………………………………………………. 

mailto:robhoward@constcom.demon.co.uk
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Outline basis for a  Community-led Plan for Dry Drayton  

(agreed by the VPWG and parish council 19th February and submitted to South Cambs 
District Council) 
 
Following a widespread village consultation, the Dry Drayton Village Plan 1 was 
endorsed by Dry Drayton Parish Council in May 2009. It was accepted that the Village 
Plan had no formal status in discussions about future housing development in Dry 
Drayton, but it nonetheless now provides a foundation for a proposed community-led plan. 
 
The Plan states “There is agreement that no large or significant expansion (of the village) 
is needed. However some residents are opposed to any development, particularly if this 
results in encroachment on the Green Belt, while others support limited expansion as a 
means of increasing the proportion of village children at the primary school and improving 
amenities, so long as the developments are in locations that maintain the village’s sense 
of identity and geographical separation from other settlements.  
 
In particular, there is strong support for any developments to be mainly affordable/social 
housing attractive to young families to either rent or buy, and/or purpose-built and 
maintained accommodation for elderly people”.  
 
It was accepted that the most effective way to introduce further new housing for rent is 
likely to be in partnership with a Housing Association. 
 
Subsequently, a Housing Needs Survey was carried out by CACRE. This indicated need 
for 18 affordable houses for those with local connections to the village. Local Landowners 
were contacted to try to identify an exception site. A site was identified on Cottons Field by 
a developer. However at a subsequent Parish Council meeting local residents expressed 
concerns, and the proposal has not since been taken forward.  
 
A playground for 0-4s and 5-11s was strongly supported in the 2008 consultation on the 
Village Plan. Furthermore, it was recognised that the majority of villages in 
Cambridgeshire, many smaller than Dry Drayton, also have a sports/recreation field. 
However, the initiative stalled on the inability to locate a suitable piece of land. 
 
Young people in the village would be among the main beneficiaries of a multi-sports 
facility if that could be developed and of better transport infrastructure (whether buses or 
cycle-paths). The idea of an informal covered outdoor meeting place received strong 
support in the consultation on this plan. 
 
The parish council has since confirmed its position on the need for affordable housing 2, 
though it has more recently considered a representation by residents opposing any more 
affordable housing and the development of any additional recreation facilities in the 
village. 

                                            
1
 The full plan is available at http://www.drydrayton.net/VPFV.pdf and the 2011 update at 

http://www.drydrayton.net/pdfs/VPReview1111.pdf 
 
2
 The parish council unanimously supported a resolution in February 2011 that it is in favour of a small 

amount of affordable housing on a suitable site. 

http://www.drydrayton.net/VPFV.pdf

