
 

 

Dry Drayton Parish Council 

Robert Stone                              Clerk to the Parish Council                                                                          
telephone: 01223 276350                                                                                                                                               

email: clerk@drydraytonpc.org.uk                          Draft 

Minutes of Dry Drayton Parish Councillors attending Council meeting of 
Tuesday 15th October 2013 at 8.00pm in Dry Drayton Village Hall 
 

Present: Cllrs: P. Fane (Chairman),  D Wyatt, R. Stamford, F Northrop,  and S Pryer; County 

Councillor John Reynolds (from item 128), and District Councillors B Waters and R Hall; and 

seven members of the public. 

 In attendance: Robert Stone (Parish Clerk & RFO) 
 
Items: 
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Welcome   

The Chairman welcomed all those present to the meeting. 
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Apologies for absence 

- Cllrs Harrison & Russell. 

1
2
7 

Declarations of interest relating to items on the agenda 

None. 
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Public Participation on Agenda items & matters of mutual interest 
        
County Councillor report -   Circulated by Cllr Reynolds on  10th October 2013   
 
District Councillor reports  -   Circulated by Cllr Waters on 13th October 2013.  Cllr Hall 
spoke on Bar Hill's objections to the Highway Agency's proposed A14 improvements.   
A member of the public added that the plans for the A14 would leave the A14 isolated.  
The new local road would carry considerable traffic and could become overloaded.                                                                                                 
 
Matters raised by members of the public - None 
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To confirm minutes of the meetings of :  

(a) 17th September 2013  Prop: Cllr DW Sec: Cllr RS.  Unanimous.  

(b)  Planning 8th October 2013  Prop: Cllr DW Sec: Cllr RS.  Unanimous.  

Matters arising from previous meetings 

Item 113 (iv)  CACRE AGM & Community Presentations of 24/9/13 - Cllr Wyatt reported 
this had been a good evening with excellent presentations.  Cllr Pryer felt CACRE 
assumed that attendees knew each other.  She would have appreciated introductions. 

Item 113 (vii) SCDC Liaison Meeting of 1/10/13 - Summary of discussions circulated.   

Item 113 (viii) SCDC consultation on Transport Strategy for Cambridgeshire - The Clerk 
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reported he had completed the pro forma and requested cycle paths linking Dry 
Drayton to Cambridge. 

Item 115(iii) Road planings for footpath works - Cllr Stamford reported that the planings 
had not yet been delivered. These were expected later in October and would be 
barrowed to re-inforce the surfaces of Long Lane, and Butcher's Lane. 

Item 115(vi) - Replacement of DDPC's strimmer -  Cllr Stamford said he was still 
researching what was available.   

Item 116(i) - Declaration of Interests - Completed by Cllr Pryer, and despatched to 
SCDC by the Clerk. 

Item 116(iii) - DDPC representation on Police Panel - The Clerk said he had made 
inquiries but not received a response to date.                   Action:  Clerk 

                                                                                                                                            
Finance   

i        Payments to 15th October 2013 as detailed below were approved.                                          
Cllr DW Sec: Cllr FN.  Unanimous. 

Cheque 

844 

845 

846 

847 

 

 

Payment 

Clerk 

HMRC                                       

Peter Round 

Littlejohn 

Totals  

     

Detail 

September salary 

PAYE, 2nd Q 

August grass cutting 

External audit 

 

 

£gross 

225.44 

169.20   

360.00 

120.00 

£874.64    

 

£net 

225.44 

169.20  

  300.00 

120.00 

£814.64  

 

£vat 

0.00 

 0.00   

60.00 

0.00 

£60.00 

ii. Noted the current account balance of £13,565.53 at 25th September 2013.  

iii. The latest bank reconciliation showing a statement of available funds was 
received.  -  £13,170.53 in current a/c; and £1675.71 in NS&I 

iv. The analysis of payments to 30th September 2013 was received. 

v. Noted successful conclusion of External Audit for 2012/13. The Clerk advised 
that the required notice had been posted on the parish noticeboard. 

vi. To approve payment of £335.82  for insurance cover for 2013/14 - Resolved to 
approve.   Cllr DW Sec: Cllr FN.  Unanimous       Action:  Clerk 

vii. S106 agreement on 29 Park Street - receipt of monies & signature of SCDC 
indemnity - The Clerk advised that the developer had agreed to pay £2244.90 
as contribution to public spaces, and £371 for  community facility space.        
The signature of the of Chairman & deputy were required to indemnify SCDC in 
case the monies were not used as required within a 10 year period.                  
Action - Cllrs Fane & Harrison 

 

viii. To approve a community grant (S137) of £350 to St Peter & St Paul Church, Dry 
Drayton - Resolved to approve.   Cllr DW Sec: Cllr FN.  Unanimous 



 

 

 
ix. Parish precept and estimated tax base - The Clerk advised that SCDC would 

not be compensating for losses in the parish's tax base in 2014/15 following  
changes to the welfare system.     
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Correspondence 
 
i)  Ordnance Survey - Welcome to Public Sector Mapping Agreement   
 

ii)  Victim Support - donation requested. The Clerk advised no powers were available to 
make community payments unless it was clear that parishioners were benefiting. 
 
iii)  Grounds by Rounds - Update on management of business, & climate change 
 
iv)  Cambridgeshire Police & Crime Commissioner - Support for Neighbourhood Watch 
& introduction to Neighbourhood Alert.                                                                               
 
v)   Query from a local resident about Park Lane verges.  - Cllr Stamford advised that 

there was an issue with overgrowth adjacent to the property of two local landowners.  
(Clerk - This has been reported to Highways Department of Cambridgeshire CC.)   

 

vi  Review of Polling Districts & Places - Noted that this will not affect Dry Drayton. 
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Update on 2012/13 Action Priorities  

(i) Provision of a recreation ground - No progress. 

(ii) Affordable housing  - Cllr Fane said he had discussed housing with Cllr Mark 
Howell at SCDC's Liaison Meeting of 1st October 2013 to gain advice on how 
Dry Drayton fitted into SCDC's framework for exception sites. The next step 
was to invite Schulyer Newstead (Head of Housing Strategy and Development) 

to the village.                                                             Action:  Cllr Fane/Clerk 

(iii) Village Plan - The Chairman commented that DD's Village Plan needed to be 
updated in line with the recent parish survey.    

The Clerk reported that DDPC's response to SCDC's final consultation on proposed 
Local Plan was submitted on 14th October.   
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 Environmental issues 

i  To review Scotland Road works 30/40mph sign issue - Councillors considered that 
Highways Department of Cambridgeshire CC had not handled this issue well in 
that the outcome to date did not seem in accordance with the provisions of the 
original scheme, and records had not been kept.   Action:  Cllr Stamford/Clerk to 
write a letter on behalf of DDPC. 

   ii  Cambridgeshire CC consultation on diversion of Footpath FP11 - Resolved to 
confirm the proposed diversion.      Prop: Cllr DW  Sec: Cllr RS.  Unanimous.                                          
Action: Clerk 

   iii  To comment on second series of lighting design maps -  Oakington Road, Dry 

Drayton - Approved without change.   Action: Clerk  



 

 

  iv    To finalise Dry Drayton's response to the proposed A14 improvements.  - 
Attached at Annex A. 

  v   To consider whether to make a bid to improve facilities for bus users - Resolved 

not to make a bid. 

  vi    To receive a report on the Dry Drayton green group - Cllr Fane reported on the 
new leadership of the group.  Bill & Sandra Martin had retired. Rob Howard had 
volunteered to replace them.  

  vii   New law on Public Access with effect from 1 October 2013 - Noted that these 
new regulations under the Growth and Infrastructure Act 2013 related to public 
rights of way, and village greens.        
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Planning      

i.  To consider S/2008/13/OL - Outline planning application for erection of buildings 
to form garden centre together with access and car parking and provision of 
World War 1 living museum at Hackers Fruit Farm, Huntingdon Road, Dry 
Drayton.  Applicant: Andrew Campbell Associates Ltd      

After traffic advice from the Hackers & WW1 representatives who were present it 
was resolved to make a "No recommendation" response  to SCDC.                          
Action: Clerk 
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  Administration  (Closed session) 

 i   To approve a pay increase to the Clerk wef 1st April 2013 in line with the 
2013/14 staff budget.     - Resolved to approve an increase as per budget, and 
review hours and rate of pay for the following financial year.                                                         
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Matters raised by Members, including items for next agenda 

- Cllr Stamford requested that Neighbourhood Watch in Dry Drayton should be included  

as a future agenda item. 
 
 

             Robert Stone, Parish Clerk       

 

                             

                                                                                                                                                                      

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Annex A 

DRY DRAYTON PARISH COUNCIL 

STATEMENT OF CASE 

Generally speaking we welcome the improvements planned for the A14 which we feel will 

reduce congestion and accidents.  In particular the “stopping off” of the access to the main 

road at Oakington Road, Dry Drayton will we feel reduce the tendency to use this road as a 

rat run. 

However: 

1)  The plans make no attempt to solve the problem of a through traffic route between A14 

and A428 (and vice versa).  Traffic of all kinds must therefore use the C193 through our 

village which we  submit is totally unsuitable as part of a Strategic Highway Network.  It is 

narrow, traffic calmed, cuts the village in half and is not constructed to withstand heavy 

traffic. 

2)  With the development of Northstowe and its attendant industrial park, goods and 

commuter traffic will inevitably need to travel between Northstowe, Bar Hill, Cambourne, 

and the M11 and beyond.  The only viable route to Cambourne and the A428 is via Dry 

Drayton. The draft of the proposed new Local Plan would also see a new village at Bourn 

Airfield and a major extension to Cambourne to support new jobs being created.  

3)  Local Businesses from Cambourne and Dry Drayton Industrial parks can only access the 

South bound M11 using the A1303 down Madingley Hill, a congested single carriageway.  A 

local businessman allows his vehicles 1 hour to do the 6 mile journey.  Again to access the 

A14 northbound they have to use the C193. 

4)  Use of such tortuous routes increases journey times and vastly increases fuel 

consumption.  This makes a mockery of one of the stated aims of the A14 improvements “To 

improve network  capacity able to support the economic/housing growth for 

Cambridgeshire … and in particular the proposed Northstowe development”  

5)  The installation of a marked route for HGV’s using the A14 as far as the Histon turn in 

order to miss out Dry Drayton indicates that this is recognised as a problem needing urgent 

action. 

6)  At present there is a proposal to build a new road from Oakington Road, Dry Drayton to  

     Huntingdon Road, Cambridge.  If junction 14 was designed to allow traffic from the A428 

onto Huntingdon Road, then the proposed road would not be needed as this would allow 

motorists from villages such as Hardwick, Caldecote, and Bourn to use the A428 for access 

to Cambridge along the Huntingdon Road or the M11 south or A14 to Bar Hill instead of 

going through Dry  Drayton which they are currently doing. The saving in cost of the 

proposed new road could be put  to improve the  junction 14 at Girton.  We feel the newly 

proposed road would better serve our communities if it were dedicated to cycle and 

pedestrian use.     



 

 

7)  We feel this is a long overdue and unparalleled opportunity to resolve the deficiencies of 

Junction 14 of the M11 to allow unfettered smooth traffic flows in all directions at the 

Junction. Unless this junction is modified in this way congestion, delay, waste of fuel and 

frustration will persist for the foreseeable future. The Highways Agency acknowledged  

this junction as a serious problem during the A428 inquiry.  It would be a tragedy if this 

opportunity is missed again.  

BACKGROUND 

8.)  Dry Drayton is one of the very few remaining undeveloped villages in this part of South 

Cambridgeshire.  Records of a settlement in this area exist since 900AD and the current 

Church dates from the 11th century. Until the 1950’s it was an agricultural village with 

numerous farms and six pubs.  Since 1950 a number of new houses and small estates have 

been built on land within the village. 

9.) Currently the population stands at approximately 600 in some 250 dwellings.  It is a 

vibrant community with more than 20 societies, a flourishing Primary School with excellent 

Ofsted Reports and an expanding roll.  The Pub is newly reopened and very popular.  The 

school is an integral and fully integrated part of the village. 

A Village Divided: 

10.)  The Village is bisected by the C193, a popular rat run between the Hardwick 

roundabout on the A428 and the Oakington Road turn off and on to the A14. The Main part 

of the village which includes the (fully booked) Village Hall, The School, Methodist Chapel 

and Pub lie to the North of the Road.  Whereas, the busy and active Parish Church, the 

Council Houses, a recent small development and the Park lie to the South. 

11.) This means that there is a need to cross the road at various points during the day.  In 

particular those parents with children wanting to get to the School and pre and post school 

activities need to cross and access the school at the busiest times of the day.  In addition 

cyclists from and to Bar Hill and Madingley have a potentially perilous crossing near the 

Madingley Road junction.  There is no specific crossing for pedestrians and cyclists in the 

village.  Pavements where present are in the main close to the road and finally those turning 

out of the School Lane are faced with a difficult junction with poor visability. 

Traffic figures: 

12.)  Surveys from the County Council are summarised as: 

Scotland Road Nov. 2008 – 12 hours daytime total = 3857 vehicles   

  Cars = 3037, Light Goods = 689, HGV = 93 

Oakington Road Nov 2002 – 12 hours daytime total – 4892 

  Cars = 4031, Light Goods = 559, HGV = 261 

Peaks are at 0800 and 1700 at both sites. 



 

 

Between 2002 and 2008 traffic calming and the HGV re-routing have been instigated. 

We are aware that after traffic calming was introduced average traffic speeds have reduced 

from over 45mph to 36mph. 

Local Traffic 

13.) Traffic within the immediate area can be described, as follows:  

Madingley Road:  There is increasing interest in cycling for commuting and recreation.  This 

road is a natural route for residents of Dry Drayton and Bar Hill.  It is fast and dangerous 

with blind spots and bends.  There are accidents each year and one recent fatality.  

Increasing use will make this more dangerous for cycles and cars. 

Scotland Road: This road allows good access to the 35 Industrial Units and 11 offices on 

Scotland Farm as well as the farm itself.  The Farm has a Grain Store and Traffic is heavy 

from both ends of the village at harvest time.  Access difficulties to the M11 are referred to 

on page 1. 

Northstowe: There are plans for a new town of 10,000 houses and an Industrial Estate near 

Longstanton.  Although car and vehicle use are to be discouraged we feel it is inevitable that 

commercial and commuting traffic will need access to the A428 to get to Cambourne,          

St Neots, Bedford and beyond.  The only logical Route is via the C193 on a demonstrably 

unsuitable road. 

Unless something is done to provide adequate solutions to these problems with the 

inevitable increase in all sorts of traffic over the years drivers will continue to experience 

delays, increasing fuel costs and cause increasing noise, vibration and environmental 

degradation to our village and surrounding areas. 

Recommendations: 

14(i)  We urge the Highways Agency to be imaginative and bold by redesigning Junction 14       

to allow  traffic from the A428 onto the Huntingdon Road. 

(ii)  That residents along the route of the A14 upgrade should be exempted from paying     

the toll from  Swavesey to Ellington in line with the view of South Cambridgeshire District 

Council’s cabinet that  this would be inequitable in view of their financial contribution to the 

improvement scheme.   

October 2013   

 


